




Elwyn & The Monkey Hook

Elwyn’s partnerships with the business com-
munity are instrumental to meeting the agen-
cy’s mission. In addition to matching workers 

with disabilities to businesses to fill key jobs, Elwyn 
also provides contract labor services in their Foun-
tain Valley work facility. Elwyn has long searched 
for a partner that will provide long-term, high vol-
ume work opportunities for participants in our work 

services program. In 2006 that kind of partner found Elwyn while driving by the Foun-
tain Valley work center, which is highly visible from the 405 freeway at the Euclid 
Street exit.

David Kurrasch, Founder and Managing Member of The Amazing Monkey Hook®, 
LLC has partnered with Elwyn California as his ‘Go To” source for packaging and 
shipping of the Monkey Hook product to local and national retail hardware chains. 
Monkey Hook® retailers include ACE Hardware, The Home Depot and Harbor Freight 
Tools. The Amazing Monkey Hook® is truly an ‘amazing’ product that hangs pictures 
on drywall or sheetrock and requires no tools. So simple… even a human can do it. The 
Monkey Hook® is the 2005 Winner of the prestigious Retailer’s Choice Award at the 
National Hardware Show in Las Vegas.

Workers with disabilities, with support of Elwyn staff, sort, quality-check and pack-
age the product. Then, they package it into a variety of case configurations based on 
retailer’s specifications. Orders for the Monkey Hook® are increasing rapidly and Elw-
yn’s work force has worked diligently to respond to this increase in demand.

 “Elwyn has been able to scale with us through explosive growth over the past 12 
months. That’s been rather remarkable,” says Kurrasch. “The leadership has earned our 
trust, and we expect to be part of each other’s success for quite some time.” Kurrasch 
is passionate about providing work opportunities for people with disabilities, especial-
ly as a father of an Autistic 15-year-old son. “We get a real value for our business, and 
get to play a part in putting capable people to work who might not otherwise have the 
chance.”

Joan McKinney, Elwyn California Executive 
Director, is delighted with the Elwyn / Monkey 
Hook® partnership. “This partnership provides 
meaningful, consistent work opportunities for 
our participants, including those with severe dis-
abilities; it is allowing us to enhance our servic-
es; a real win-win relationship. We look forward 
to our continued partnership and future growth 
with the Amazing Monkey Hook®.”

For more information about Elwyn California visit the website: www.caelwyn.org 
and for more information about the Monkey Hook: www.monkeyhook.com. 

P A G E  2

“Elwyn has been 

able to scale 

with us through 

explosive growth 

over the past 12 

months.”



Fall Calendar
September 15, 2007		  Annual Picnic at Mile Square Park

October 23, 2007		  Board of Managers Meeting

November 15, 2007		  Business Advisory Council Meeting

November 22 & 23, 2007	 Programs Closed for Thanksgiving

December 7, 2007		  Board of Manager’s Meeting

December 7, 2007		  Holiday Dinner Dance

December 25, 2007		  Closed for Christmas

December 31, 2007		  Staff In-service Day 

January 1, 2008		  Closed for New Year’s Day
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Strategic Planning
We recently completed 

a strategic planning 
process that involved 

input from staff, referral source 
representatives, funding source 
representatives, and clients. We 
received a lot of great input about 
new opportunities, expanding 
our existing services, and how to 
improve in the areas of program 
quality, communication, manag-
ing data and program access. 	

This plan covers the three-year 
period of July 2007 through June 
2010. The major strategic objectives 
for the plan include:

• Expansion and growth of our 
supported employment pro-
grams.

• Opening a new behavior man-
agement program in Orange 
County.	

• Designing services to address 
the needs of the large number 
of individuals with autism that 
will be reaching adult age over 
the next 5 years.

• Working with school districts in 
the area of transition services.

• Identifying innovative employ-
ment options for our clients.	

Elwyn

California’s road 

map for the next 

three years.
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